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Legalizing Marijuana is the Right Thing to Do
One of the heated discussions in today’s society and media is the debate about whether or not marijuana should be legalized globally or kept criminalized. However, some of the states such as Washington, Alaska, and Colorado have considered changing their laws to allow use of small amounts of marijuana (Sanders, 2018). Again, it is illegal to be on the possession of marijuana while it is not illegal to smoke it in America, an assertion that is contradictory to interpret. On my side, marijuana should be legalized due to its advantages such as opening avenues for employment, for economic improvements, replacing black market which is the basis for crimes and also due to its recreational and curative usage.
First, I think that legalizing marijuana would open up more economical and employment opportunities in a nation. The businesses of illicit brews have been on the rise since law enforcement officials take advantage by demanding bribes and hefty fines in exchange to release those in the possession of the drinks. According to Monte (2015), legalizing marijuana benefits the economy since the money accumulated from the sales would be used in different sectors that benefit the society. Besides, the national and local governments would also receive revenues which comes from taxing and regulating marijuana drugs.
Again, legalizing marijuana will benefit patients suffering from mental illnesses and also HIV/AIDS. Multiple types of research have proved that the use of marijuana for patients with mental illnesses stabilizes their conditions (Sanders, 2018). Moreover, legalizing marijuana would also allow the use of munchies. As such, munchies are used to add and stimulate the level of appetite to individuals who have HIV/AIDS or those with suppressed appetites after undergoing a surgical operation. Hence, its legalization would make it easier for healthcare providers to easily access these treatment options for the benefits of the patients. 
Third, marijuana should be legalized since it is not addictive to its users. Other drugs like cigarettes and tobacco are known to be addictive and also cause lung, throat cancers among other severe side effects. According to Monte (2015), other people surrounding the users of cigarettes and tobacco are also affected since they are passive smokers. As such, marijuana is a natural herb that is a hundred times safer than any other legal substance available. Therefore, this shows that marijuana does not lead to addiction to its users hence it should be legalized. 
The New York Department of Health published a report that backed the legalization of marijuana. This was a 75-page report that supported the legalization of marijuana under the fields of public health, mental health, substance use, public safety among others. Further, there were no insurmountable obstacles to the regulation of marijuana were raised as a concern in the report (German, 2018). This report asserted that the legalization of marijuana would allow the state to control better licensing, ensure quality control, consumer protection and also set the age of quantity restrictions. 
According to Caulkins et al. (20)16), marijuana should be legalized because it would replace black market production and distribution with an aboveboard industry. Law officers exploit the black market industry for their selfish gains because they seek to use the users by asking bribes. By the government legalizing marijuana, it would be forced to formulate rules and regulations to ensure it does not lead to violence in the society. Rules and regulations would oversee the production and distribution of marijuana among the users. As a result, this would increase trade among farmers and merchants. 
In summation, the benefits of legalizing marijuana such as improving the economy through sales, helping patients ailing from different conditions recover and lacking effects to the users provide enough evidence to avoid criminalizing it. Legalizing marijuana is beneficial for both the user who uses it to reduce physical or mental pains and also the community. However, keeping marijuana criminalized is holding the nation in the dark since it will prevent it from enjoying all the benefits it leads to. Therefore, the issue of the legalization of marijuana should be given a second thought to allow people enjoy all the benefits that it has.
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